INNOVATION AND SUSTANABILITY
SMALL MUSEUMS

Singh Basnyat, PhD




MUSEUM IN GENERAL

Museum as such serves as a mirror for a country because it reflects the nati
scenario of political, economic, cultural and historical past.

It is not to be viewed as a book loaded with highly jargonized language by a
author. Itis in true sense of the term a comprehensible book written down to
O2YY2YSNRQ RAISauAZ2YyZ tA1S tF02NBN

‘after the World War Il when the countries broken free from colonial noose are
turning to retrieve their culture and practices.

and embittered by feud and contempt now see the possibility o
rebuilding/rejoining with a glue of identical culture and civilization.




IMPORTANCES OF SMALL MUSEUMS
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IMPORTANCES OF SMALL MUSEUN

Hundreds of languages, castes and cultures stay set in harmony within a cou
for instance; Nepal is house for over 120 languages and more than 100 spec
caste. All of them are eager to learn about the origin and present status of the
language and culture.

culture, practice and museum singing sweet of them. It seems that they are
demanding the foundation of more inclusive history, culture and museums.

And obviously, a state is obliged to have the people of the specific locale real
the glory of their caste, language and culture. The need of doing this is all the
more pressing in the poor and conflict ravaged countries.




IMPORTANCES OF SMALL MUSEUN

The best way to do so Is to found museums of low cg
with high public participation. Likewise, museums in
advanced and developed countries are likely to
strengthen unity, identity and National security, finall

sustainability. The scribe also forwarded examples a
grounds to justify the need of such museums for
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CONFLICTS TARGETING HERITAGES
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Illicit antiquities trade threatening cultural heritage

Stephen Quillen
esies the Elicit trade
weapoas and diugs,

seugglers in the Mid-
e East and Nocth Afvica
have found a Jocasive

business in trafhoking antiqustses

The smuggliog of ancint Arte.
facts to wealthy chents around the
weorkd hias spiked in the last decade,
with experts waming that the re-

glon's archacological heritage & e

peril

“The probbem has dramatically
increased since the outberak of
conftict” sakd Michacl Dant, prin
cipal investigator and acadeesic

Exectcr # the American Schools of

Oriental Researchs Cultural Hevit

age Initiatives. “We ase seeing the

full range of antiquities.”
Duaes noted that “looting is worst

w\u al sites that cootan ks
10riCA) treasures.
While such locting ong preceded

the civil was, the conllict *belped
10 create condithons ripe for wide-
wm-: systemalic expltatio
acts,” wiote Mong Ketsel and
Fion Reae-Greeoland fot the Ut
versity of Clocago's Ovlental Inst)
tute. “Isternational market intes
ests, & peneral beeakdown in boed
contioh and competizion xmong in
SEper grouga G revenue sticanm
all played thes pact.”

odithors.  Syrias
have gone 10 great
Preserve the coustry's
fac e cases evacuating
hiding them,

O Augist 18, 2005, Kdaled 2l

dumk-xm and bead of asesquitics
fon the city of Falmyra, was preblicly
beaded by 1815 aftes he refused
10 reveal the location of the city's
Tiddem arefacts. UNESCO Direc
tor-Genetal [rina Bokova called tas
Acath "a Soplorable act, made i
the more senseless that # was the
tesult of an attack ca the muscun
and ancient cradel.”

Willed him because be
wonshi rict betray bia deep commit-

near Mosul,

e 1o Padmyra” Bokova sakd.

By 2016, &l six of Syria'’s UNESCO
Workl Meritage sites were report
edly damaged or destroyed. Up
100,000 Syrian cultural antefacts
wete reportedly under ISIS control

There have been snilis cvports
o Libya and Irag

8 The amount of
money ISIS is taking
inis estimated at
$150 million-$200
million per year,

Hallas pewspaper La Stamps re
ported in 2016 that Mallan organ

sod come Detworks were sefling
weapons 1o 18IS in exchange for
% uithes, which weee then

sold in Rasla and Asia.

An teterpol databuse that tracks
stolen works of aat listed dacens of
missing aetaquities fOM Muscuss
and sites s the segion. A ol of
4 Remy rvaluable cubtural hee-

age wete solen from the Mesul
Museumn [ 1ra3” i 201445, the

database read. “Many other obects
were destroyed.”

While It 15 (mpossitde 10 gaege
Bow devastating [SISS campaign
of estrction Bas bovn o the 1¢

amount of money the extremist
group & taking in is estimated at
3150 mmilhon-$200 erilllon pef yoar

1555 s 20t the only culprit, Fival
militact factions, cagansed gangs
and ordinary citizens seeking 3
Big payour have tapped into the
ssacket. This is particularly true in
Jordan, Iracl and the Palestinian
tersitories, where the prevadence
of Bistorical artelacts and relgious
eelics fuels demand ameag cof
ses and traders, but the practice
extends to the Gulf and North Af-
rica.

In Masch 2006, Tuniskan athon.
ties sopped » taficking network
from seamggling azare, sSth-century

l.ml Treasures. A (uum-nl of an Assyrian-era relief is seen a1 the ancient site of Nisarud that was destroyed by |ht Islamic State fighters

Torsh cut of the country. The seredl,
which suthceities descrided a4
oneof-a-kind  hiskoric  arteface”
made of 0% skin, was reportedly e
Ing transpocted 10 an unidentified
source in Europe

15 all cases, the ualficking appe
ratus is composed of locters, deal
ers and collectors who navigate a
complex process that can span dec
P

“Not all antiquities are sob im
mediately” s0d Daztl, who added
that the end buyers are mot well
known. “Many will be tranferred
back and forth ¢ st in seceet cach
s for years of even decades.”

“Some antiqaties are used for
bartes exchanges or as criminal col
teqal i other illegal activies.”
e added, syying thit “ssmediate
teendering onto the legal masket
and sale s the caly oute”

“Lower-value and mid-value ma
terial b besng sold using the et
et Nighes ond maserial s ssce &
frlt 20 trace hecause peofessonsl

smuggling and dealing networks
handle such matetial. They ma
e of private sades and the freeport
systesn (0 peotect themsetves.”

Much has deen dooe to crack
down on the it trade of antiqus
o, In Decomber 2005, the baterss
tsonal Council of Musewms mmm
pubdshed an “emetpen
of cultural objects ar sk o mr‘g
stolen from Libya. The ICOM sain
Tais wheeibas lists Soe Syris snd g,

To move effectively
e pecblem, Danfl suggested 4
number of HVeIIment Mesures:
“Better moaltoring of the freeport
systerm, Stiffer penalties for dealers
el graechasers of axkiquities. Mote
methods for tracking material ., -
lateral agreements between coun
tries 1o develop and enfoece cul
tral property Liws and mote Liw
cement dedicated to nmuul
propecty crime.

“In , we Diowd peace in the
Middie East. The criminals aro €x
pleetirg instability and poveety.

Syrian conflict in spotlight at London’s Imperial War Museum

Karen: Dabrowska

e Syras A Coaffict Ex:

War Museum (FWM) imo
e parTatives of the sides compat
I 10 ell their version about the
flict, which has deved
1o an imernations) pecy

Divided into three paats, the
exhitétion’s first section features
2 muscess like display of cbjecs
that tell the stoey of the leagic
events in Syris. A childy aban
doned orange M facket found on
the Grevk Island of Chéos Tefers to

than 4 million Syriam
who have fled the fighting and are
living as refugees in Tarkey, Leba
non, Jordan and Burope.

Nso are souvenis
mugs and p -4

Russian  President  Viadimir
tam, which are on sale i the port
of Tartus, Russia's Mediterranesn
most faemoun political cantiomest
AN Ferzat; 3 hetmet womn by the
White Helmets Oeganisation rec
ognised for pescuing cnvilians in
oppasition-beld aroas; and 3 1ep-
lica of & batrel boemb wsed by boeh
sides in the conflict are among the
offerings.
The second section comsists

£= installation film co two framed

screens givieg the visual effect of
shattered ghass. Prodeced by Lim)
nal Filies i collaboration with the
IWM, the film teils the s the
conflict, It bogins with a historical
backgreand to Syra and setroduc
¢ the parties io the coaflict. The
film ends with & polgmant quot
Lakhdar Braluesl, the vetossn
Algerian diplomat who was the UN
and Anb League Special Envoy to
Syra fiom 201214: “Everybody
had thoir agends and the inteeests

Thom gives 3 voie (o Syrsans — the
sefugres, the civitans wha stayed
as well a5 the mtermally displaces.
In captions ender black-and-whise
phiotcs they tell thele story.
“The stsation & Syria is com
dex, e and evelving e
know that viewpolnes may change
M 1wo years, two months, two
diys o Two hours,” s Gill Web-

bes, executive director of Con-
tent and Programines & the I\h\v(
“We want 10 help cext ¥
thiough the complexity 4 on
atie a doeper undentanding of the
causes, course and comsequences
of what is bappening in Syrs today,
“A Coallict Explored ¢eflects 4
e Of perspectives st pos
thons and 3l quesnens and chal
lerges the information we. have
ble night heve and mow™
A Letis o6 Syrsa, anceher retec
spective about (he Syrsan confhict,
i displped on the same floor of
the WM, 1 1 the first British exti
bition of 60 photographs of awazd
winning  Russian  documentary
m.,m.;.mm Sexgry Peomarey,
s Syrla series offers 4
rare msuhl ll.c- what life was like

graphs, which ends the exhibition,
Is 3 colection of kmages taken
the heighe of m- Eusopeass tells
goe and migrant crisis from deso
oS arch” 2016, The tmages
capture the disihesionment and
extiaction of hope against a tack-
round of changieg seasons, harsh
wealbor, degeivation, vicence and
bardes closates.

W Syria: A Conflict
Explored reflectsa
multitude of
perspectives and
positions about the
Syrian civil war.

The exhibition features mm't

Tving in gow
conteoliod 0o in 200324
Tonoesarer was one of the fow
photographers allowed access to
Syria. In 3 statemnent accompany-
ing his phet he sad:
Assad's Syrsa | wis trying to docw
ment life bnide coe of the most
tightly controlled states i the
woekd, In this envircament pho
tographers and jeurmalists were
caught betweets what we saw and
whal the goversment wanted 10
show us. Mow do yom distingatsh
betwren reality and propaganda?
B..- it is vital 30 remain ulw tive,
B pov
asews does not
mean they are living well or safely
of that they necessarily suppoct the
Rovernment.”
The Exodus sees of photo

contrasting
shippers 1 the Shia Pasasoleum of
Sat Zoicab aed Chiistans attend

of Homs in March 2014 in which
a family u‘hu-\ over dtinks at &

[

dintrict, wheve Wing coo-
ditions foom 2 stark contrast with

those i the opposition coatsolied
sector of the city then undes shge

Som away. tm asother photograph,
children play in the rulns of Homs
aftes cpposition forces have left

Syria: Confict Explosed and A
L 0n Syria ase 0 display at e
tesperial War Museuss In Loadon
thoiugh Seqeember
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has been claimed that museums can be set to act as a pe
center to build peace in the conflict ridden countries. And

this Is possible too.

C Wwars, elIgIlous,
and museums to be targeted first.

The museums flatten to rubbles and the antiques get
plundered.




Present day Iraqg, Afghanistan, Syria and Libya offer glaring
examples of such devastation. The museums devastated d
the World War | and Il number beyond count.

public places built strenuously by the past generatlon IS sure
cause loss of our art and cultural identity. That is sure to
terminate the momentum of development of our civilization.




WAR POWERS LOOTING
HERITAGES

___






Looting of the Irag National Museum and
' eological Sites
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Lootlng of the National Museum of Iraq
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of age old cultural heritage, how else is to describe them? They are not any I¢
than the gang of robbers of the Stone Age! This is a really a sensitive issue.

and missiles and resort to keep mum even as they destroy the embodiment o
ancient art and culture, there is none but ourselves to be dead alive.

From now on, let us speak loud and clear to the warld 2 LJt dzy R S NJA
Odzt UdzNB AY UKS 3JdzAiasS 2+ gl NQd Lu A
found more museums to preserve the art, culture and history.

—

It is advisable that United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCQO) and the power centers take a policy to found and pr¢
assistance to small scale museums in the developing countries.




SMALL MUSEUM/MUSEUM AWARESNFLIC
PREVENTION

It is very obvious to mention is that another aspect not much attende
to is that almost 80 percent of the conflicts happen in the poor
countries. Search of race, region, religion and language related ident
and poverty coupled with lack of access to resources fan the fire to
conflict. Identity based conflict outhumber the conflict due to lack of

basic needs.

culture and civilization. Such conflicts tend to be detrlmental challen
to massive ethnic cleansing.




SMALL MUSEUM/MUSEUM AWARESNFLICT
PREVENTION

There are abundant examples of such conflicts in the world. Clear
enough, all revolt and conflict have their roots to search of identity, a
foundation of museums and rewriting of history to some extent calms
the fire of fury. Because the museums keep things to represent the
SOKYAO 3INRJzLIA Z O WS KA mygertigdid al 4
sentiment of collective love and ownership.

If government offers a little assistance to set up and operation of
museums, they will sustain and grow up.




ICOM NEEDS TO FOCUS ON
SMALL MUSEUMS




It also would be fair to highlight is that the International
| 2YYAOUUSS 2F adzaSdzya 6L/ ha
concentrate its conferences, researches and case studies fa
development more to developing countries than developed
ones would be fruitful.
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suitable to their opération viability/capability.

To put it in brief, the ICOM, Paris would do well to put
foundation of small scale museums for another two decades
Its priority. That would be the call of the hour.



SMALL MUSEUMS ARE BENEICIARY |
DEVELOPING NATIONS

Another equally important aspect that we cannot afford to
overlook is that the poor countries with difficult
geographical terrains, sparsely populated areas, winding
and down roads, tall mountains and snow caped Himalay
flood prone plains and inclement climatic zones.
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But we see underdevelopment turns the
blissful nature to limitation. This scribe Is
proud of his country where visitors from fa
and near come and return with experience
of a world of fun and joy.

and teams of museum experts and other
personalities came to Nepal and returned
happy with the beauty hereof.






President of Republic Korea Mr. Madaaln




Professor Ba&idong PhD and his team




Professor Ba&idong PhD




President Moon has once already
visited Nepal prior to his assumptio
of the presidential responsibility to
help the earthquake victims in 2015

Museum export Professor Bae
Kidong, PhD and his team visited
Nepal for archeological research In
several parts of Nepal.




Given many places without access to road transport, inaccessi
due to no bridge over the big rivers, sparsely populated areas
people ground under poverty, foundation of museums in those
places to represent and conserve their languages, cultures,

costumes and practices would prove like a godsend gift there.

In those places would certainly contribute to enhance loca
economy from tourists and pacify the flaring fire of identity
conflict to a great extent.

They would also serve as open school and peace center. In
retrospect, the 1998005 ten year Maoist war within/ insurgenc
weakened Nepal when as many as more than 17,000 people I¢
their lives. Many people in the rebellion period demanded racia
and religious identity.




Now 20 years down the line since the end of
iInsurgency and arrival of the Maoists in peace
process, as many as 120 castes of people are ¢
raising their voice.

Small scale museums in the far off places withg
access to modern facilities would surely addres
the expectation of the people to some extent.

The same is true to the African countries, Balke
region, and underdeveloped countries of the

Middle East where foundation of small museu
are long felt.



SOME SMALL MUSEUMS IN NEPAL

1/
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It also would be very important to note that yet another aspect that needs
attention is that museums are the entities of pride and glory of any count

countries Where food, shelter and clothing is the |mmed|ate need cannot
found museums of advanced quality and are concentrated to the cities o

Mass of the population cannot avalil of the museums in the cities. It is bet
for the poor countries to found small scale museums to represent their ar
culture and history.

As a start up, they can initiate to found small museums and to grow and
conserve them.




ONE FOR ALL & ALL FOR ONE




To sum up, knowledge, experience and skill grows and
expands by sharing. Just as a lit candle can make aflame
thousands of unlit candle, so it can spread light too at the
same time. For the development sfistainable small
museums why not the developed countries initiate to
expand the branches of their museums in other parts of t
world as help and assistance?

]
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delay to start a campaign of a dza S dzY T 2 Ni&tha d
International Move?







